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a pretended friendship, and Cranmer's action
was the more base considering that his whole
advancement and position were solely due to
his having been a creature of the Boleyns and
their chaplain. The wretched woman fell into
an hysterical condition at the approach of death;
she was left uncertain whether she would be
burned or decapitated. On Friday, May 19,
15365 she was beheaded with a sword within
the precincts of the Tower of London, by the
headsman from Calais, specially brought over
fc the execution.
Was she guilty of the misconduct ascribed to
her? It is one of the most fiercely debated points
in English history. Standing as she does at the
origins of the Reformation, the favourers of
that movement have been hot in her defence.
On the other hand, those who desire to exculpate
Henry as much as they can exculpate that
detestable character, like to believe her guilty,
while for the defenders of the old Religion nothing
was too bad to be put down to Anne.
The accusations, especially that of incest,
seem so monstrous that their very, enormity
is an argument in her favour. On the other
hand, she was certainly unscrupulous in affairs
of this kind, and she seems to have been quite
unbalanced in the last year or two of her life.
Some who have medical experience in these